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Kerbelah, and Bagdad. All of course were of the sect just
mentioned, though very diverse in national origin. Along with
them, and belonging to the first or genuine Persian category,
was a personage scarcely less important than the Begum her-
self, namely, Mohammed-1 Alee-esh-Shirazee, native of Shiraz,
as his denomination implies, and representative of the Persian
government at Meshid 'Alee, actually commissioned by orders
from Teheran with the unenviable office of director or head-
man in this laborious and not over-safe pilgrimage. With him
and with his retinue we shall soon become very intimately
acquainted. The total of the caravan amounted to two hundred,
or rather more.

They had assembled at Ri'ad in Nejed, where they had
arrived, some from the northerly rendezvous of Meshid 'Alee,
and others from that of Aboo-Shahr (often corrupted on maps
into Bushire), whence they had crossed the Persian Gulf to the
port of 'Ojeyr, and thus passed on to Hof hoof and Ri'ad. Here
Feysul, after exacting the exorbitant sum which Wahhabee
orthodoxy claims from Shiya'ee heretics as the price of permis-
sion to visit the sacred city and the tomb of the Prophet, had
assigned them for guide and leader one 'Abd-el-'Azeez-Aboo-
Boteyn, a Nejdean of the Nejdeans, who was to conduct and
plunder them in the name of God and the true faith all the rest
of the way to Mecca and back again.

I mentioned in a former chapter the negotiations carried on
by Telal with the Persian government to obtain the passage of
this annual caravan through his own dominions, and I related
his partial success and liberal conduct towards the few whose
good luck led them by the northern route through IJa'yel. But
the way by Central Nejed is more direct, and for that reason
preferable for the Persians, on condition of having tolerable
immunity from danger and pillage. Thus, in order to spare the
expenses and fatigues of a comparatively roundabout track,
though after all the difference between the two roads does not
exceed six or eight clays, they had consented to compound for
the payment of a fixed sum to the Wahhabee autocrat, and to
rely on his honour for a safe passage and needful assistance.

Feysul, overjoyed to draw this additional silver stream to his
mill, waived the motives of bigotry and national hatred which
had more than once led his predecessors to refuse the most